ptncmd  to<»ov»  to  Rmiwi  llKir  fottr 
difldien  in  ^anuaiy#  bi$  M  the  midst  ai  » 
rodkf  eeoaomf  mi  mmaJh  aOaakm 
tivia^  Aey  won't  be  «(%  mytime  won. 

'Itnurt,"  says  Keim  oTtiw  day  he,  hie 
wife,  and  about  200  odiers  ateo  a^ed  to 
niasdons  learned  that  Southern  Baptiets' 
Inlenuitional  Miadon  Board  (IMB)  did 
not  have  the  funds  to  send  them. 

.'Today  it  still  doesn't  fee!  teal...  I 
know  what  God  has  ceiled  us  to...  {but]  it 
takes  money,”  he  says. 

For'  now,  the  BBdiolaes  are  unoertoin 
^^hen  — > « if  <— they  wfll  be  eWe  to  go  to 
die  mission  Odd.  By  the  tune  die  econmny 
lebounc^  their  <ddest  child  may  be  15  or 
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Statistics  from  the 
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RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  Jodi  Nidicds  cries  when  she 
taws  shout  ft.  ife  hudhmil  Kevin  stm  he 
wq^kl  tadm  be  hft  vriBi  #  basebaUbelL 
lie  frmn  miedec, 


between 


their  lives  to 


lo,  ana  mp  aiacuun^c*  uw  vpuMuuAiiciti 

of  hmdlito  with  children  durt  cM. 


Because  the  Nicholses  can't  go,  someeme 
in  Russia  SMy  not  hear  die  GospeL 


Globd  proUem 

In  Asian  countries  sudi  as  South  Koiea,  a 
dugsish  U&  economy  means  fewer  saks 
anOKSs  money  for  load  goods.  It  dao  rnessis 
diat  in  one  of  ftw  largest  mhdonaiy-sending 
countries  in  the  world,  fewer  Soum  Korean 
missionaries  win  have  enou^  ftme^ 

”The  South  Kcnean  market  kind  of 
mirrors  dre  U.S.  market,  but  double  die 
effects,”  says  hdm  (name  dumged  for 
securi^  reasons),  a  inisstonary  who  han- 
(£kd  fmances  in  Soudi  Korea  for  four 
years  before  tecendy  moving  with  his 
family  to  Thailand. 

”As  the  US.  masicet .  ind  of  tanked,  ^outh 
Koiea]  lost  dbout  half  of  pts]  bu]rii«  pewee* 
he  adds.  ”1hey  are  extreme^  (fofcndent 
upon  the  US  imports  of  dieir  Asian  goods.” 

Soudi  Koreans  atoo  are  heavily 
involved  in  missions,  with  more  than 
17,000  Korean  Protertant  missionaries 


id  Jodi  N  khoh  of  Wtweler  hadpianned  to  be  in  Russia  next* 
kitiniiiyMriiiiiian  Board nmsionadet,  but  feduoedmis> 
qnliijM  hwlgfiniidu’ttgr^wd  their  fowa  ciiiMren  mousdinto 
Retran5ldoo;(8P|pWir 


i^ideout 


•They're  proMbly  our  b^^gest  fmia^ 
sions]  ally  woddwkx^”  John  notas.  ”The 
weatoiing  of  the  Kmean  won  {currency) 
hw  impacted  theft  sbdi^  to  functkai  out¬ 
side  Korea.  As  a  missionaty-aending  coun¬ 
try,  tb«y  are  really  feeling  ft.” 

Odier  countrfes  around  die  globe  are 
•feeluig  ft”  as  wfeli.  TKe  US  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  stands  at  more  dum  10%  and  is 
oondnuinc  to  cUmb.  As  staeiBerina  as  diat 


Internationa}  Labor  Organizatioct  show  die 
ntunber  of  unemf^yed  could  Jump  to  239 
miflion  international  by  the  end  of  2009. 

There  also  is  die  Issue  of  die  doQar.  Last 
yeac  it  took  $1.62  to  equal  one  euro.  This 
memth,  die  value  is  around  $1.49  after 
improvft^  briefly  to  $1.25  earlier  thft  year. 


•The  dollar  has  gained  some  stren^” 
IMB  treasurer  David  Steveison  says,  Twit 
whOe  we  are  better  oft  dian  we  were  a  year 
aga  we  are  not  needy  as  good  w  we  were 
[as  reoendy  as  several  mor^  sgb].” 

'OtflOcnlttoUve' 

bfike  and  Jam  Bennett  have  worked  in 
Venezuela  for  more  dian  10  years.  Even 
doft^  simj^  ddngs,  diey  say,  can  be  a 
nu^  expwse.  WKw  inflation  rose  to  26%, 
two  oemuK)  meals  at  McDonald's  cost  $35. 

The  economic  crisis  is  afifeedng  ev^ 
country- in  the  world,”  Bennett  says.  ”n 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  live  on  the  field 
when  the  pr^  continue  to  go  tip.” 

ki  past  yeat%  Bennett  aeys,  musionaiies 
havebeonsdu^^  iboift  dK  hde  offondsto 
buy  Miles  or  ottier  iniiustty  tiuSerids,  “but 
die  truth  of  the  nuftter  is  that  dns  is  a  far  more 
serious  ptofafem.  The  critkad  rieed  is  lust  hav- 
ingjonhsionaries]  here  to  do  the  work” 

Ihe  lack  of  workers  dso  is  Jeopardizing 
dw  future  of  a  sigrdfkarft  mirdstry  m  Europe. 
Hundreds  of  diousands  of  Muslims  who  uve 
and  wrork  hi  Europe  board  ferries  every  sunv 
mer  to  return  home  to  Notdi  Africa  to  vist 
family.  Howevet  an  eftort  that  puts  Bibies 
aaid  ministry  nudetials  into  die  immigrants' 

hands  as  dim  cars  pass  through  *  Euicpean 
citir's  port  gales  may  fall  by  die  wasrsade. 

ApproraoMteiy  200  Southern  Baptists 
help  with  the  ministry  each  summer. 
Because  of  last  year's  ahmtfriU  in  Soudiem 
Baptist  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  frrtrenational  ^fissions,  many  ahwt-tenn 
missionaries  who  coordinate  the  eftorts  will 
not  be  aUe  to  extend  dieir  terms. 

One  missionary  says  die  program  won't 
be  to  continue  without  dwm  —  or 
replacements.  "The  project  Is  in  dar^  if 
we  are  not  able  to  teplace  personnel  says 


Dave  VMiber  (name  changed  for  seauity 
pruposes),  who  leads  the  effort  in  die 
European  country,  where  there  are  bdieved 
to  be  more  dian  five  mii&on  Kfosiiins. 

Last  yea^  teams  distributed  26,000 
Gospel  packets  at  die  port  gates.  ‘That 
means  26,000  fasiilies  received  the 
Goiqiel”  he  says.  ”What  if  we're  not 
there  at  the  gates?  You  can't  print  this 
stuft  in  maiw  parts  in  Algeria”  where 
distributing  Bibles  is  iUegaT 

T  diink  about  diis  [economic]  aknvdown 
and  die  tough  dur^  diat  are  going  on 
around  the  world  raiandally  and  in  the 
United  States...  but  what  if  we're  not  three 
at  the  opportuidties  die  Lord  has  given  usr 

Hard  tunes  at  home  ..  -- 

Parkridge  Qmrdi  in  Coral  Springs,  FL, 
has  sent  teams  in  die  past  to  help  widt  the 
outicttch  in  the  Eun^iean  country  but  like 
many  churches  and  ministries  worldwide 
diey  also  are  experiencing  dieft  share  of 
financial  dliallenses. 

“It's  a  hard  tmie,"  8^  pastor  Eddie  Bevfll 
who  started  die  dnuch  l7  yean  ago.  “CXir 
offerings  haven't  grown  muoi  in  dielast  year 
VVft  raised  our  misaion  dudlenge  but  reduced 
our  gensal  operating  budget  No  one  got 
raises,  but  we  dkfri’t  have  tolet  anybody  ga” 
To  avend  staff  layofts,  die  enukh 
reduced  its  Cooperative  Progpun  (CP)  giv¬ 
ing  to  a  mondi-by-niondi  bam.  Nearly  naif 
die  fundii^  for  missions  comes  through 
CP,  which  supports  state  ^orts  as  wefl  as 
IKffi  and  Norm  American  Mission  Board  of 
die  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

If  it  comes  we'll  give  ft,”  Bevill  says.  ”If 
it  doesn't  come  we  om't..  and  that's  a  ter¬ 
rible  way  to  support  the  Cooperative 
Pn^ram.  CMder  pastors  around  die  country 
would  ki<k  me.  I'm  sure,  for  doii^  that.” 


h/iisiiioN? 


«Mr 


bol  of  pur  owm  I 


Stk  loved  the  Qiin^  C 
her  heart  —  e8{i«claUy  ; 
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Ste  k^vt^i  di<Bm  *o  nrwh 
&aecameE«i«iva»winiug«^^  ,  I 

Kfa  fer  d^em.  csme  toCSana^  and  she 


of  eternal  Ufe?  Aw  mw  happy 
to  be  in  bondage  to,i(mskbc 
litnala  that  do  nottdi^  to 
dwm  victory  over  iln  and  nsng 
peaw  to  dkrir  Uvea?  b  keineas 


have  alw^  thought 
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For  them,  the  Ga^>el  is  bjKl 
ewe  becaoae  it  deacribea  who 
tins  God  in  His  eternal 
ingdom  and  wdio  spends  an 
temityinhdL  . 

Whose  mission  and 
dte  lespoiwiWlity  is  it  to  piodaim 
ost-  the  Gospel  to  all  peopU»? 

_ _ _ _  .(ver  Who  has  our  txmi  eonams- 

even  heud  Ute  name  of  Jems,  aioned  to  be  His  witeeews  to 
They  are  likdly  to  live  iheir  die  «nds  of  die  eardi?  Every 
entire  lives  without  an  oppoT'  beUmrer  and  every  dhwth. 
tunity  to  hcan  understana  and  WhW  are  we  doing  to  nreke 
respond  to  me  lifeKhanidns  auretheGospdlisiBomnewsto 
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2. 1  want 


death.  Q  repent) 


"'But  as  mam  as  recemai  him, 
io  them  he  me  to  become 
(M^m  cfCad,  even  totiweewhe 
bdkoe  m  hk  mme."  (Jdm  1:12) 


a  nei 


JAKARTA,  Iiuionesia  (BP)  . 
&—  ^i^ture  after  dartc  into  ' 
Kiakarta's  GrajMs  neighbor* 
UlrKMxi  (name  dhaneed  for  aecu- 
^lity  leMons),  anajrou  might  > 
not  live  to  see  day^l^ht'  B 

die  amt  goes  down  on 
this  icnmfy  shun,  fornffles  foete 
take  oowsr  wide  cxiai^sds  tidee  Ip ; 
tfte  streets.  Gn^-rnn  nighldifoB  ' 
open  for  bosineas.  Prostitutes 
penh  on  baiatoolB  and  stand  in 
doc^ava.  Uouor  flows  iukIi 
dr^  dnar^  liaDils.  On  em* 
ci(^  liv%  racjhts,  iodves  flam. 

novvevee  belong  lo 
flw  kids.  flte  open  windows 

at  a  fonnedy'  abandoned  build* 
ing,  you  dm  hear  flteo' voices  — 
30  or  80  diildien  Ise^  aing  wiflt 
flteir  vohmtBer  teaidnets,  and 
tvoik  on  learning  activities.  Iheir 
hand-drawn  pktitres  adorn  the 
waBs  of  flte  Uw  adiooL  After  fin- 
idling  one  last  sonA  they  dve 
fltanfe  loGod  and  ^kitopnies 
of  ftuit  before  hmcttng  home. 

All  flie  famiBea  of  Gr^es 
are  Muslim.  Moat  are  poor. 
Parents  adto  have  fobs  tend  to 
work  fcMT  the  dubs,  Some  send 
their  children  out  bo  beg  dur¬ 
ing  die  day.  Odds  are,  none  of 
tnM  kids  would  attend  schotrf 
if  tto  one  didbn't  exist.  Their 
parmts  can't  afifofd  school  uni¬ 
forms,  much  leas  books. 


That  afl  dumgi^  uHben  the : 
apes  kids  actumiy  beat  one  of 


Gdmes  kids  actumiy  beat  one  of 
the  «»  sdKxrf  teams  in  die  area, 
'll  was  like  a  movie,'  Rick 
recalls.  'The  kids  were  tefisu- 
diated~at  firs^  but  flu^iiiliiedup 
wiimi^.  The  paieiUs  went 
crasy.  Tnaf s  how  westaded  tiie 


n^  bi  foct  government  offidds 
hsrerecojPiiaedftsssBaoddof 
osmmmufy-based  education. 
The  chikuen  of  Grapes  now 
have  at  kast  a  chance  at  advanc¬ 
ing  to  more  schooling. 

^We  started  the  school,* 
says  Lucinda  Arroyo  (name 
(hanged  for  accudty  reasons), 
a  Soutiiem  Ba{>tist  worker  in 
;  Indonesia's  capital  dty,  *but 
"  tiiey're  flie  cmes  who  fixed  up 
the  building,  plugged  the 
leaks  and  btmt  trie  mles.*  . 

Indcmcsian  sisters  and  col¬ 
lege  students  Shirley  and  Ann 
(names  changed  for  security 
reaaons)  love  coming  to  teadn 
at  Grapes.  'nTds  acuvity  has 
apenta  my  eyes  diat  dim  is 
another  side  of  living  in 
Jakarta,*  Siiiley  says.  'Jesus 
blessed  me  so  much.  Why 
should  1  waste  ttw  time  goif^ 
to  die  mall?  Why  not  help 
diem?  We  want  to  dtow  diem 
that  we,  as  Christians,  care.' 

Christians  caring  about  the 
families  of  Grapes  began  widi 
basketball.  Even  that  is  typical¬ 
ly  beyond  poor  Jakarta  youths, 
inrice  organired  leagues  dhaige 
fees  and  sudi.  Enter  Ludnda, 
hear  husband  Ride,  and  dieir 
ministry  team.  They  oftered  to 
teach  Grapes  young  people 
b«dcetball  Dmks,  rerd  a  court, 
I.A  challenge  local  school 
solids  to  play  games. 

It  took  some  doing.  One 
basketball  court  ovmer  raised 
rental  foes  twice;  he  didn't 
want  slum  kids  firactidng  on 
his  property.  Grapes  parents 
alao  wren  susfricious.  *they 
diought  we  were  j^dng  to 
steal  nieir  kids,*  Rkk  says. 


inroads  m  me  cxmimunfty.* 

After  classes,  school  work¬ 
ers  visit  families  in  their  dny 
homes  along  die  alleyways. 
Rkk  stops  to  pay  his  respe^ 
at  the  Imme  <h  dre  community 
leadei;  a  tou^  character  who 
did  prison  dme  for  shooting  a 
man.  He  wdcomes  Rick  warm¬ 
ly.  Despite  his  put  he  kxks 
after  die  interests  of  his  pec^pie. 

"The  school  is  a  big  benefit 
hree,*  die  leader  says,  ft  rep¬ 
resents  a  fiiture  and  a  ho^ 
fexr  die  childtoi. 

Ndicmiah  as  modd 

A  future  and  a  hc^  are 
keys  to  understanding  why 
die  Am^os  and  their  team 
care  so  much  dxnit  a  {dace  no 
one  dse  seems  too  concerned 
about  Grapes  has  becxime  a 
laboratory  m  sorts  for  commu¬ 
nity  minutry  in  Jakarta.  The 
Arnwos  believe  die  ntodel  can 
be  adapted  fev  lots  of  {daces  in 
die  sprawling  urban  area. 

Communities  need  schoeds 
for  their  diildren.  Adults  want 
to  learn  Enihih,  which  is  often 
a  ticket  can  cd  {>overty.  Odier 
tieighbenhoods  need  relief  ftom 
die  chronk  flcxxliire  that  tor¬ 
ments  many  parts  of  the  city.  A 
band  cd  tram  ocdlectots  wants 
to  learn  how  to  read.  Families 
need  counsdtng  to  deal  with 
Ufo  challenges.  Coundess 
Jakartans  need  Job  skills. 

'Community  centers  get  us 
into  neighborhoods,*  Rick 
explains.  *Ttiey  are  bridges. 
People  ask,  'Who  are  you? 
Why  are  you  here?  What  can 
you  do  for  me?'  This  gives  you 
the  right  to  ritare  {your  faith]. 
Throu^  comiminity  centers, 
our  national  team  can  visit 
{leo]^  in  their  homes,  meet 
needs,  and  share  the  Gomel" 

That's  only  one  {Mut  of  dieir 
overall  virion  for  the  dtv.  It 
begins  widi  round-die-acKk 
prayer  and  massive  distribu¬ 
te  of  God's  Word  throughout 
Jakarta.  It  culminates  widi  the 
starting  of  cell  churches  —  up 
to  24,000  of  them,  if  die  team  s 
ambitious  drecun  is  realized. 

That  would  put  a  cell  group 
within  reach  of  every  group  of 
500  {teople  in  Jakarta,  home  to 
an  estimated  12  million  p^ 
pie.  The  greater  metro  remon 
contains  up  to  20  million, 
according  to  some  esdnudes. 

For  inspiration  thiw  look  to 
NehemiaK,  the  humble  cu{>- 
bearer  of  CHd  Testament 
renown.  If  Nehemiah  —  a 
'tegular  guy"  in  Rkk's  words, 
not  an  engnwer  or  great  gen¬ 
eral  —  could  organise  the 
rebuilding  of  the  putvcfized 
wall  around  ancient  Jerusalem 
in  52  days,  diey  believe  mod- 
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em-day  followers  of  Christ 
can  evangelize  the  city  of 
Jakarta  over  a  period  of  years. 

Their  .  visum:  'Jakarta 
becomes  »  city  of  GcxL  because 
there  will  be  a  true  movement 
of  Gcxi  so  diat  ccHiununities  are 
chuig^  and  thousands  of  new 
belteinng  frifovrshifis  started.* 


Money,  powei^  misery 
The  tank  goes  beyond  riieer 
numerical  t&e.  Trim's  eduiic 
arul  cultural  diversity:  Han 
Chinese;,  Javanese,  Sundanese, 
indigenous  Betawi  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  nearly  aD  of  the  300  dis- 
drsrt  {reof^  giDU{>B  of  bidonesia. 
Andmt  Hindu  tradition  still 
influences  sexiety,  mingling  with 
die  Islam  diat  has  dcxrurabro  (he 
r^cn  sinoe  the  13dt  century. 

More  than  2,600  mosques 
and  5,800  Muslim  prayer  cen¬ 
ters  saturate  the  dty,  along  widi 
Buddhist  and  Hkuu  tem{des. 

The  latest  foriiions  oomp^ 
widi  body-covering  Muriim 
burqas.  F'm  condos  and  10- 
store  mails  sfmwt  downtown, 
vridle  monsoon  flooch  ravage 
riums.  liulonesia's  money, 
power;  and  political  influenoe 
flow  through  Jakarta,  riong  with 
mtuh  of  its  human  mtseiy. 


Jakarta  is  a  city  of 
extremes;,*  Rkk  says.  "Yoer  ve 
got  the  extremriy  (kh  and  the 
extremefo  pooc  me  tap  leaders 
Old  die  imteiate,  the  rnost  fanat¬ 
ical  Islam  Old  the  trust  iwoiiriaL 
It's  die  most  modem  dty  and 
die  most  {xrve^-strideen. 


OCho’ chaUenges 

GruUodc.  Getting  across 
Jakarta  is  a  maddouiw  exer¬ 
cise.  Traffic  actually  dictates 
ministry;  disdpUng  can  only 
hapfien  in  communities  that 
can  be  readied  throu^  the 
gridlock. 

•  Peer.  Edink  Chinese  foar 
periodic  attacks  b 
nous  Indonesians.  ' 
foar  persecutiem 
Muslims.  Churches  foar  shar 
ing  die  Gcs{>el  in  Muslim 
areas.  Muslim  believers  in 
Christ  foar  backlash  from  dieir 
families  and  communities. 

- werful 


grip  in  diis  dty,*  Rick  says. 

•  Church  tradition.  Most 
church  growth,  even  in  evan 
Ucal  congre^tions,  is 
logical 

Churches  shy  'away  from 
stepping  out  of  dieir  cultural- 
religious  comfort  zone. 
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Jerry  Mixon,  pastor  ri  Rocky  Creek  Chtirclv  Lucxdale,  and  current 
president  of  the  Missiasippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  becomes  die 
state's  new  stewardship  DireeW  after  a  luuanimous  vote  of  the 
Misausippi  Baptist  Ccxtvendon  Board  executive  committee. 


Judd  R.  Allen,  consultant  In  die  Misstaaippi  Baptut  Conventkin 
Bo^'s  Sunday  School  department,  retires  after  24  years.  Allen 
began  his  work  widi  the  MECB  in  19^. 


A  record  7000  pec^plc,  marked  by  large  cMcgationa  of 
pie  coming  from  every  acctkm  of  die  stale,  are  present  for  the 
youth  rally  of  die  MMasippi  Baptist  ConvcntkMi  at  Hinds  Memorial 
Stadium  in  Jackson. 
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You  Can  Restond 


RxafTFfowl 


Sinw^  share  Oie  foUaumg  prmfer 
tom  God  in  your  own  ironn: 


L  Lead,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
^  have  sinned.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
ftoin  the  grave  to  fewgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rria- 
tkmship  with  you 
a  believe  in  Jesms.) 


4.  By  faid),  I  invite  Jesus 
Qvist  into  my  life.  From  diis 
tiine  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  widi  Ifim.  (I 
receive  Otrist  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


If  you  make  a  decision 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  chunm  for  spiritn- 
aJ  guidance. 


DecEMsex  10, 


The  Baptist  Record 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Sdigious  fecedocn  activists  m 
China  a*e  not  Ae  oiOy  fflues 
nec^g  a  lawyer.  Thair 
Ia%vyeRi  dso  ate  h®t»g  ^tadeal 
W  me  govmanent 
L  'Ithey  aie  (Iw  dei^emleis  for 
i  deleasdess  and  a  vytoe  to 
and  bastcidiv,  ka 

_  they  diemseives 

h&mIbMen  IsKing  di%K.  The 
Mitemaelves  need 


.  Dal  JWbd,  a  legal  cooiaei  ^ 
for  Chinese  kmse  dhiachea, 
descriiKd  a  i 
involved  a 
ditfl'ch-  tisat 
Was  attacked 
at  3  a.m.  on 
Sept.  13  in 
no^eastom 
C  h in  a ’ 8 
Shanxi  pto- 
■  vinoe.  -At 
l^t  300 


tor-ui-ddef  of  U»  Cttiaen 
RMwhUc  magazine  fat  China, 
that  a  2005  law  enacted 
in  China  stipulates  mat  if  the 
govetfmient  does  Itot  grant  per* 
.misskni  for  a  n^gtous  acti^, 
it  te  considcffa  fflOMi 


Utc  Lidllto 
H  o  «  s  e 
C  h  tt  tc  h  , 

nhysUally - 

h0t  a  number  of  believers, 
and  vteatroyed  sWicW  -of-  dw 
dburdt's  property. 

Zhang  Kai,  a  defense  attor¬ 
ney  whose  law  license  was 
revoked  to  May  cited  socne  tea- 

_ l: _ _  - - ■*— 


pelmission  to 
have  r^gious 
activities.ss  "  « 
•  If  toe  dwmh 
fvai^Uztt  to 
pther  ^  C3Wnese 
r^ons  witoout 
govemm«it  per- 
ndis^kni. 

On  Oct  13, 
Christian  leader  ‘ 
Pastor  sate,  ashes 
known,  aond  his 
wife  wrae  on  their 
way  to  visit  linfen 
ChuntoleKfetevtooweteuiest- 
ed  and  bengk^  at  a  detentim 
oertled  When  toey  dossed  toe 
bor^  into  Shanxi  province, 
poiioe  anetoed  Pastor  raw  and 
tttfled  hini,  acocxdtog  to  China 


Whtoi  a  defetne  attorney  ban-  said  Wai^^iuangz^  a.Qw^ 
dSesKichtaee&MddliPaiwptog,'  pdttdod  and  few  e^^jert  tnd  for- 
has  Wtoematkinal  Journalist^ 

itotrtsmawfeBtoanlOW^fvpro-  The  f^'tork  limes.  “ 

^  rw»s,  **11*  gywemmeto  can  Howewt  Waiw  said 
lefeeBeyoi|,de(itoeypn,«Kleyen  Chinwe  media  professiotials 
If  toey  grant  you  toe  case,  toey  Jam  limited  to  reporting  about 
toietfere  what  you'ir®  ndigkm  in  China  and  are 
db^totoepfdoMs.*  rp^taied  to  i^se  only  posi- 

liang  liarwong,  a  htinuai  tive  rqxsrts.  ^Me  ®n  see  toete 
i^^  deieswe  attom^  whose  is  a  very  fe^  retegtotw  corn- 


have  a  4i£Bow  time  findir^ 

toifeftw  aitocneys  for  toeir  casfr 
‘it  fe  extrtan^  hard  to  toe 

men  harassed,  or^^aten^^^ 


revoked  m  May  cnea  some m-  pneu  iimv 

sctos  Cltotese  irffidak  presecuten  Aid.  The  poiioe  later  irfeased  toe 

(hurch  members  duoug^  beat-  pastor  and  bmrri  toe  ooupk 
ings,  imprisonnients,  or  taeuits:  uomretumtogtoSharpo. 


ikj^  ddeawe  attorney  whose  is  a  very  fea»  rel^tow  corn- 
Irv^  hcense  also  was  revokeet  muniiy  to  Chma,  but  we  d<m  t 
nki  toanan  acfiylitts  can  see  much  about  them  to  toe 
have  a  di£B^  tone  findiiw  media,*'  Wang  triki  repiarters. 
toAfttesttpeneys  to  toeir  cases.  the  USORJF  amuiw  report, 
-It  fe  extoan^  hard  to  toe  reteaSedtoMay,todi^^- 
invyer  to  process.  The  lawyers  ommendaticms  for  U.S-  poucy 
wffi  1W  fbltovWl  IW  tof^pot^  tb'  sumtot  Chinese  rights 
men  harassed,  or  beaten  physi-  defesiders  through  the  State 
caBy.  to  court,  we  talk  about  toe  Department's  Human  Rights 
ba8refectaftoesecases.We<renot  ana  l>eiiiocra<y  Fund,  inchtd- 
aOowed  to.  taOi  shout  oonrtitu-  tog  toe  creatiOT  of  new  pro- 
tian{dhumaiiig^‘*)iaigsatd  ^ams  wdto  increased  net- 
DeOTitetoecunertCoridilioris  wwktogof  luwi-gownunental 
*  . ,  !■  ■%.  in  C^tna  tndt 


to  ^Sa,  toe  number  of  brevets 
in  toe  house  movement  church 
in  Beijtog  is  growing  rapidly. 


^ams  ii^th  increased  net- 
wcwktog  erf  ruwi-governmental 
organtzaticxns  in  China  that 
address  issues  of  religious 
freedom  and  other  rights- 


H 19  *  r - -  -  .  —  - - . 

Indian  believer  gives^up  wealthy  lifestyle  to  win  souls  for  Christ 


NEW  DELHI,  India  (W -r 
As  0re  son  sets  to  India,  toe 
f^ifj^nnial  preparations  seto* 
Channng  voic^ 
and  join  the 
of  beating  drums. 
.  Flafmr^ccMtsume  herlte^vsnd 


^  spiritual  —  hovers^ over 
toe  muititudes.  B 

In  toe  midst  of  the  wor- 
shippms  is  Moses,  an  Indian 
bdrever  to  Christ  ffe  is  not 
here  to  participate  to  rituals 
of  ^  gcxldess  wof^p.  He  is 
hw  to  share  the  Ctospel. 
-Bfothet  there  is  One  who 
loves  you  and  is  greater  than 
anytomg  manmade.  May  I  tell 
you  about  Him?*  he  asKS  the 
worshippers. 

AtaSe  17,  Moees  suffered 


nUni  maaaaaaaw. 

1  jitg  many  devout  Hindus,  he 
petitioned  various  gods 
goddesses  for  help.  As  his 
oonditiem  worsened,  he  began 
to  lose  hope.  One  day  a 
strai^r  handed  him  a  Gospel 
tract  and  Moses  began  read¬ 


■ 


ing  about  toe  Great  Physician. 
He  started  attendiiw  ^utich 
and  soon  put  his  faith  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Fitteen  days  latw,  his 
artoritis  was  gone. 

feirs  passed  and  Moses 
became  a  successful  bustoess- 
anan.  He  conttoued  to  attend 
d^rch,  but  God  convicted 
him  that  he  needed  ,fo  do 
more.  -The  Holy  Spirit  spoke 

wealtoy  man?"  he  re«dla. 

Leainng  behind  his  com¬ 
fortable  l&style  and  incredu¬ 
lous  parents,  Moses  Jour¬ 
neyed  wito  his  wife  and  oiil- 
dten  to  remote  Himalayan 
villages  to  noctoem  India  to 
sluue  toe  Gospel.  He  traded 
in  business  suits  and  power 
lunches  for  a  life  of  poverty 
and  servanthood. 

Being  a  Chdatian  to  India 
can  be  dangerous. 
Persecution  of  believers 
throudhout  soutoem  Asia  is 
cm  toe  rise,  hfony  believers 
suffer  discrimination  and 
even  jtoysical  abuse.  Moses 
tmderewuls  toe  danger  to  hfe 
family  as  well  as  to  himself, 
but  something  Wronger  com¬ 
pels  him  to  talke  toe  nsk. 


-My  real  fear  is  if  these  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  hear  the  name  of 
Jreus,  ffwy  will  go  to  hrfl,*  he 
says,  in  tears.  "Inen  I  have  to 
answer  for  toem  before  God.* 

Moses  has  been  trained  by 
Southern  Baptist  International 
Missfon  Board  workers  to  use 
irim^,  hand-drawn  ptetmes 
to  wiare  toe  Gospel,  disciple 
believers,  and  start  house 
diuixhcs.  As  he  visits  villages, 
he  tells  residents  about  toe 
one  true  God  who  loves  toem. 

In  contrast  to  what  most 
Hiiuius  practice  —  worship- 
ptogjkfols  out  erf  fear  or  duty — 
toeGospd  is  truly  Good  News. 

-Gocl  is  moving,-  Mosm 
saya^  -and  whenever  Fm  viat- 
tog  the  villages,  people  are 
receiving  toe  Gospel.  People 
are  coming  to  Jesus,  fll  tell 
toem  you  nave  to  be  bead  to 
your  rato.  On  toe  very  fust 
day,  you  have  to  start  snaring 
toe  Gospel.  You  have  to  start 
sharir^  wito  people  dbout 
what  Jesus  has  deme  for  you. 

“In  front  of  our  (tocL  to 
front  of  our  calling  and  to 
front  erf  our  mission,  toe  wr- 
secutipn  doesn't  matter,  lime 
is  itoort  I  must  go,  pray,  and 
preach  the  Go^peL*^ 


'a: 


2009  LOTTIE  MOON 
CHRISTMAS  OFFERING 


Mi^on  ^»d  p»* 

sonnd  using  hanchttonwn  pictuies  to  share  toe  Gospel,  disciple 
believers,  and  start  house  churches  in  the  Himalayas  of  northew 
India.  Moses  gave  up  his  troscale  lifestyle  in  order  to  reach  the 
unreached  to  toe  Himalaya  Mountains.  (BP  photo) 
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dtagiay  md 
scene,  Hot  dogs,  and 
^  chocohfc?  Formoecmfonna- 
tkxv  can  (601)  684^727.  _ 


«.  Cludil  Oitvai,  GmmmwmI 


m 


Atademf  QmeA, 
hdd  a  note  butnine.on  thc^ 
sancbiaty  Non  22.  Shown 
aie  the  (artBW  ccnaoiiltee 
and  twataaEan  Bamit 


hosted  a  iwWhbodwod  ^ 

in  die  padc^K  14  wdfti  hrt 

dogs,  danch  invitations. 
New  Testomente,  and  teii- 
rious  dielaned  toys  being 
riueed.  Shown  aee  some  of 
the  participants.  >4. 


rtwhaOmirh.  r~i — ^ - *  f .  iWry  lecegnlllORt.  Idna  Chimli,  CohteiWa 

S- - -1  ^  'Si:*'. 


7.  the  yoi^  ot  Hat  Onadw 
Veraoa,  honcaed  veterans 


t-.y-  ■■ 

widi  a  beeakfast  and  ^Moal 
service  Nov.  8.  Shown  are  the 
patddpants. 

8.->  Yrilsw  Leal  CItardh, 
OxfoBd,  has  ikxnsed  Ben 
Ewt  to  dw  minMiy.  Shown 
are  Wesley  Hiudies,  Eaat 
and  pastcaletty  East 


«Ai«  amKh,  GobaaMa, 
honoeed  oa^  *■*“5' 
Peavey  and  nis  wile  Wim 
widt  a  meal  in  the  fdSowvap 

haB  iffion  his  26di  amdwp 

saiy  as  pastoc.  Shown  iWdK 
‘Petveys.  .  '  iii  "  ^ 


& 


away  Nov.  16,  at  rofteat 
.  Ounnsm  wasa  graduate  ol 
darfce  Memorial  Colim, 
>iew  Oriewis  Semanaty.  He  hted 
paaierate»i  in  Miaaiarippi  during 
L  and  nient  44  years  in  full-time 
is  ai^ed  by  his  wife  of  48 


unW) 


m' 


i  /.>i 
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1,  The  wmiaai  Carey  Thaalw  will 


ResarvatioM  may  be  naade 
The  box  irfftce  wW  be 


.-4  p.m.  Att  aeate  $5 


1>nBArnirBacaso 


dtuidt  diafs 
to  15  peo^. 


fe-"^ 


unity  to...  Am*  your  twHinony  and 
vluit  tfie  Loid  has  done  te  yoitf  Mte. 

The  funniest  thing  Is  fsl. 
jder  to  be  dcohoHc  and  no* .  ’coho^ 
'U  dedine  vodka...  and  they  d  bring 
)eer  or  wine.  Then  it's  back  to  my 
now  of  why  1  don't  drink.  If  i  d<m  t 
lave  an  opportunity  to  ahare...  ns 

jecause  I  dfite't  take  toe  opport^. 

Opportune  doesn't  necessary  indi- 
ade  operaiess  to  Ihe  Cotpd,  howevec 


Health  alert:  Seniors  should  be  taking  precautions  to  avoia  tiu 


By  Maqr  kan  Fbdgalt 
iinatoiAni 

it  is  that  done  of  the  year  for 
the  dreaded  flu  to  kivade  once 
agricL  As  a  senkx  cidzeri 
mer  be  esped^  vidnenWe  for 


hMi  to  stay  wdl  this  year 
•  Gal  your  flu  vaodae.  The 

Cenlem  for  Disease  Gon^  and 
Piewentfon  IwMPWiends  Iro  vacs 
dne  to  protect  ajpdrnt  inBuenza, 
«id  Ihii  is  espedaBy  iinportart 
•«» 

olda'.  There  are  two  dtaeient 
ktodsbf  foddsyeat  soyou  want 
to  protect  arodnst  bom  laeacairi 
Su  «nd  die  2009  HINl  flu. 


Seasonal 
flu  vacdna- 
tkm  tviU  not 
protect  you^ 
Mainst  200d^ 
mNl.  Ask 
your  health 
care  jnovider 
whether  you 
should  gri  s 
2009  HlNl 
^ncdne  when 
itlsavsilBbte. 


•  Know  the  syaaptoms. 

Comincm  flu  symptoms 
Include  feveii  cou^  sore 
thiost  n«my  <»  st^  r^, 
body  ad^  nesdachfc  chilly 
fatigue,  en^or  diar^  ai^ 
vomiting.  Check  with  yp>. 


heaidi  care  provider  as  soon 
as  you  feel  "sick"  or  notice 
fliese  symptoms. 

Senior  adults  sometimes 
diffetcnfly  to  diseases, 
ana  not  everyone  witfi  flie  flu 
win  have  a  fever  or  ^lecific 
other  mmiptoms. 

You  do  not  have  to  have  aU 
of  these  symptoms  in  order  to 
be  iO  widi  die  flu.  Serious  r^- 
ntary  complications  can  hap¬ 
pen  when  mild  symptoms  are 
left  untreated;  and  many  can  be 
avmded  widi  eariy  treatment. 

. 

•  Tbkc  preventive  actlona. 
The  eastest  way  to  prevent 
spread  of  flu  is  to  wash  your 
hands  often  with  soap  and 
■  water  or  use  sn  akwol-based 


hand  rub.  Avoid”  louchiM 
your  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth, 
as  germs  are  spread  dda  ww. 
Cover  your  nose  and  moufli 
with  a  tissue  when  you  cou^ 
or  sneeze  and  throw  die  tis¬ 
sue  in  the  trash  after  you  use 
it,  or  sneeze  into  your  elbow 
radier  than  your  hands  when 
possible.  Try  to  avoid  dose 
contact  widi  side  people,  and 
avoid  toudiing  items  Oiat  skk 
people  have  teudhed. 

It  you  Me  sick  widi  flu-Uke 
Ulnero,  stoy  iwnie  for  at  least 
24  hoots  after  your  fever  is 
gone  except  to  get  medical 
care  or  for  odier  necessities. 
While  sii^  limit  contact  widi 
others  m  mudi  as  possible  to 
keep  frcHn  infecting  diem. 


•  Tkke  flu  sndviial  drags  if 
your  doctor  reoomaaends  tnem. 
If  you  get  ride  widi  the  flu,  andvi- 
rai  drugs  can  make  die  illness 
tnOdeemocten  die  time  yCM  ue 
akk,  and  may  also  prevail  seri¬ 
ous  fot  eoaipBcatfons. 

Aitoviral  drugs  work  best  tt 
started  within  the  first  two  days 
of  symptoms,  so  afl  your  hemi 
care  provider  as  soon  as  you 
nodoe  ^n^>k»ns  or  fed  akk. 

s  r^sitred  mem,  is 

demmtifrafeaaorete^tMaeiBsipi^ 
CaBege  Sckxi  of  Nursing  m 
OaOpn.  Source:  CaOers  for  Duease 
Conbol  md  Preoentim.  For  more 
ufbmudkm.  dmk  teHh  ueur  heU^ 
cere  vrmndtr,  endfor  visit 
wamceegov  or  wwm.flu.gcro. 
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nt  evangelical, 
not  undaistand 


httJFTNC  FOR  FAVOR  —  A  a  cross  durii^  a  service  in  Ethiopia  hawing  the  Virgin 

Mary.  1^  giri  hq^  to  gain  favor  with  tive  saints  «i  she^xan  go  to  heaven.  Eth^ian  religion 
adopts  the  worsh^  of  saints,  angels,  and  even  demons.  {BP  photo)  ' _ 


leaders  to  isflnip-.  attonpt  to  pull  them,  away  call  atongside  wanj 
el  "  frwn  ttieir  own  beliefs.  say,  'C^  you  re  a 

Ethiopians,  tfieir  Renee  remembers  a  man  too?'*  she  ^ 

fs  are  ^ply  cul-  years  ago  addng  her  why  she  wress  your  fatthi 
r  culture  w  good,  and  her  husband  had  come  to  the  couple  sh^  mo 
thmrt  God,  it  is  dw  country.  She  told  him  she  about  s 

labriei  says,  but  was  dieie  to  tell  otirers  about  has  impacted  tt«r  1 
Ethiopi^s  are  Jesus.  *If  they  think  you  are  .  -Wejust^tmu 
ore  receptive  to  there  to  drange  dreir  reli^cm,  dre  cross,  Ed  says. 
-  svidi  limitations,  dw/ll  shut  down  on  you  in  a  lives  m  tranMtwn 

_ _ Ms  wife  Renee  heartbeat,*  Renee  said.  ''IThey  jwve  Aot  oime  to 

(names  changed  for  security  think.1  'Why  in  the  world  ^  ^  all  dwr^ 
reasons)  have  tound  diat  most  would  some  foreimwr  dunk  fanuly  members, 
of  thm  people  groups  open  ^““““^Jd^^to 


:  for  more  dian  a  deoade.  some 
've  added  so  mudt  deco*  ulate  the 


tel^oiv  however,  holy  books 


First  Person:  For  followers  of  Jesus,  Christmas  is  already  done 

I  >  .  . «  would  eet  these  little  lessons  S'* ■ 


•ral  around  the  house.  As  and  foi^ 

_  as  the  Christmas  stuff  was 

goes,  I  have  adiieved  even  Lord  is  u 
toss.  I  barely  get  die  laundry  has  anc^ 
and  cleaning  done  on  a  good  mews  to  d 
day.  So  the  lights  are  not  me  to  pro 
hung,  nor  are  half  die  stodt-  capti^  a 
ings.  I  can't  find  my  wreadi  to  the 
wuh  snowmen  on  it.  My  cmpressec 
do  famous  pumpkin  bread  cake  i  die  year 
made  yesterday  fell,  and  I  and  he  i 
can't  seem  to  decorate  the  gave  it  b< 
mantels  to  look  like  diose  and  sat  d 
or  magazine  pictures.  in  sj 

las  loduy,  however,  I  was  on  him  1 
reminded  of  that  little  lesstm  to  them, 

_  1  that  I  got  21  years  ago.  has  hero 

The  real  Christmas  Christmas  is  already  done.  ing.  (M, 
ippened  over  No  need  to  redo  it  ot  wor^  Our  v 
ago.  Decause  Jesus  about  the  diings  to  add  to  it.  peace  tr 
into.  I  rejoiced  in  Just  enjoy  Jesus.  He  already  you  ^ 
;  tetrunded  of  that  came  ana  »ook  care  of  every-  ts  alreat 
way  made  my  first  diitto  for  us  all.  **19^5*  .**’ 

here  belter  than  it  "When  he  came  to  Toda 
e  bw  otherwise.  Nazaredi,  where  he  had  been  Messiah 
low  my  grandson  brought  up.  He  went  to  the  for  vou  i 
is  four  months  old,  synagogue  on  the  sabbath  day,  (Luke  2:1 
in  the  other  room,  as  was  nis  custom.  He  stoM  Merry 
e  been  keeping  him  up  to  read  and  the  scroll  of  the 
larents  are  wondng,  prophet  Isaiah  was  ^ven  to  Cowuri 
ottef\  much  don€  in  nim*  He  unrolled  ttie  scroll  wroer  < 


ThaiAsgiving  would  get  these  little  lessons 
and  Chmtoias  that  I  would  read  to  him  about 
was  a  chal-  God  dial  would  be  both  for 
lenge.  By  dto  parents  and  the  dhildren. 
now  I  had  Cm  die  last  meeting  before 
come  to  dis-  Christmas,  he  got  one  more 

like  die  lesson.  That  day  I  had  partic-  ^  . 

ularly  been  worried  and  fret-  with  snowmen  on  it. 
ting  about  how  to  do 
Christmas.  As  I  read  his  little 
lesson,  it  talked  about  not 
worrying  about  die  gi^,  the 
decorations,  die  parties, 


When  our  s<m  Logan  was 
just  a  baby  Qw  is  now  21)  and 
our  girls  Morgan  was  five 
(she  IS  now  2€)  and  Audrey 
was  four  (rile  is  now  25),  I 
found  myMlf  very  stressed 
about  Christmas  in  general, 
it  was  our  first  CraistinaB  in 
MisBiaBippi  skioe  my  husband's 
new  job  had  brou^  us  here. 
Money  was  an  fasue  i 
plannir^  how  we  would  get 
home  to  East  Tbcas  to  see  our 


Christmas 
season  as  a 
general  rule 
because  for 
years  we  real- 
and  just  ly  couldn't  afford  to  do  a  lot 

and  it  was  not  much  fun.  y  ,  - 

At  diis  time,  I  had  decided  is  already  done, 
to  attend  this  Bible  study  With  those  sunpkwords,  1 
called  Explorers  Bible  Study  jet  it  all  go.  nw*, 
at  a  local  church  here.  They  has  already  hai 
had  a  nursery  where  diCT  also  2000  *8®' ! 
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and  exits  w  booth  to  Pharkwes  ask  die  ibUowen  ot  Jesus  lived  fliis  and  calls  us  to  J**''*'  I'di^  wnwoBk  of  F 

It  they  foUow  Jesus.  He  leaves  his  Christ,  'TVhy  does  He  (Jesus)  do  ^  ^ne.  ^ood  ^  briM 

HR  tax  collecting  behind  and  eat  with  tax  coDectors  and  sin-  Ifanagine  a  huA  felling  ovw  dean  a  H^  G^. 

^  wholly  answersithe  call  of  nersr  Mark  116  (HCSB)  the  femciuet  «  ^  man  nan^  Levi  did 

:?  Who  lesus.^  There  are  grumblings  Let's  allow  dtat  question  to  friends  m  rushed  bade  to  the  a^^  rfd  niMV  Uv^  becai 

demon  in  the  crowd  concerning  what  hmg  a  rnoment  and  consider  d»at  rediW  of  their  standing  in  soa-  Matthew.  Mathew  tr^ 

mates-  they  see.  Jewish  tax  colfcetors  thrormhout  die  Gospels  Jesus  ety.  They  are  outrasts  ag^n.  gift  of  the  L^,  md 
latdm  sudi  as  are  considered  exM^  am easmess  idlh  sinners  However;  wdi  one 

les^  nothing  more  than  traitors  and  they  with  Mm.  How  is  thfe  ing  stotament  Je^  qudls  t^  I^Matthew^embr^h 
^dto  and  coflaborators  with  Rome,  possibte?  How  is  Someone  with  so«  with  a  fuU  measure  of  Ch^s  grace  and  His  tn 

isdiidi  They  are  not  welcome  in  syn-  Sel^  standards  of  die  Sennon  ^  grace  and  ti^l^  sqnr^  andd^jMilto  die  wodd 

agowe,  can't  testify  as  a  wit-  ondieMountaWetostocm  toeat  "It  is  not  ^  who  need  - ; - 
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